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had not succeeded in adding the kingdom of Urartu
to Assyria, but he had broken its spirit, and we
hear no more of its power and defiance for some
years. The gain to Tiglathpileser by the cam-
paign was the removing of all danger of a flank
movement from the north when he was engaged
in carrying out his plans in the west, where his
work was still unfinished. In 734 we find him
again on the shores of the Mediterranean, having
probably crossed the plains of Syria near Damas-
cus and gone straight to the coast, which he fol-
lowed southward. He had no fear of an attack in
the rear from Tyre and Sidon, busily absorbed in
sending out their merchant ships. It appears
probable that the first city attacked was Ashdod
or Ekron, which was easily taken, and then Gaza
was approached. The king of Gaza at this time
was Hanno (Khanunu), who had no desire to
meet the Assyrian contjueror, and therefore fled
to Egypt, leaving the city to stand if it were at-
tacked, lie hoped to secure the help of the Egyp-
tians in opposing the Assyrian advance. Again
selfishness interfered with the placing of a stone in
the way of Assyrian progress. If the Egyptians
had hnd any wise conception of the situation in
western Asia at this period, they would have seen
that the very highest self-interest demanded the
giving of help to the weak city of Gaza. Gaza
was the last fortified city on the way to Egypt
from the worth. It would serve well as a place
for the defense of the Egyptian borders, for who